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Whitehall white-hot at Downs 
New jockey adapting quickly to Canada 

By:  George Williams 
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Leading jockey Antonio Whitehall works out Shiloh’s Phil Thursday 
at Assiniboia Downs. He’ll be aboard the horse again in tonight’s eighth race. 

      

New Barbadian jockey Antonio Whitehall is off to one of the hottest starts we’ve 

seen at Assiniboia Downs in years, with six wins from 12 mounts to lead the 

standings. 

It would be easy to point to trainer Don Schnell as the reason for his success, 

based on the fact all six of Whitehall’s winners have come from Schnell’s barn, but 

maybe there’s more to it. 

Many jockeys mess up with ready-to-win stock, but Whitehall hasn’t missed a 

beat so far, winning with six of his nine mounts for Schnell, who looks like he’s on 

his way to leading the money-earned category among trainers again this year. 

Schnell spent the winter at Turf Paradise in Phoenix and his fit horses are 

definitely speaking for themselves. 

At the tender age of 22, you would think Whitehall would have needed a little 

more seasoning in his first venture to North America. 
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Who can’t remember when riders arriving here for the first time from Barbados 

and Jamaica rode only long shots, sometimes wildly, and got left in the gate more 

times than you care to remember. 

 

It’s a fact races are run rougher in the Barbados. Jockeys ride tight and aggressive 

because they have to. That style isn’t really welcomed with open arms in North 

America. In the past, many of the newcomers have naturally had a little trouble 

adjusting. 

 

"It’s a small, tight track in Barbados," said Whitehall. "You’ve got to be a bully or 

you lose position. It’s rougher there. It’s a different style of riding. There’s more 

room here." 

 

Riders from Barbados and Jamaica seem to be adjusting to the North American 

style much quicker now, or maybe we’re just getting better-quality jockeys from 

the island paradises. Whitehall certainly has credentials. 

 

He started riding show and dressage horses when he was 14 and went on to 

become the champion apprentice in Barbados in 2012. He finished in a tie for top 

spot in 2013 but lost out because the winning rider had more second-place 

finishes. 

 

In 2014, he won two legs of the Barbados Triple Crown and in 2015 he added to 

his graded stakes win roster to bring his total wins in big races to 15. He has only 

121 lifetime wins, but 15 of those victories came in stakes. 

An impressive percentage when the money is on the line. 

No one in Whitehall’s family is into horses, but his mom, Annette, is a huge 

supporter. 



"She gives me all the push I need," said the well-spoken Whitehall. "She didn’t 

want me to quit school. She was vexed. She wanted me to learn a trade. I wanted 

to finish, but the horses distracted me. I talk to her every day. My girlfriend Ria 

(Waithe) is also a positive influence. She keeps me on the straight and narrow. 

And my daughter Jasmine." 

Whitehall also cited Mr. Mohommed Mohamad of the Barbados race office as a 

father figure who looked out for him and helped him get started, and three-time 

Barbados training champion Victor Cheeseman for giving him good mounts and 

teaching him. 

"He’s a top horseman," said Whitehall of Cheeseman. "He does everything, he 

knows horses, and he’s very good at fixing up castoffs." Cheeseman also has a 

reputation for keeping horses in top form for long periods, something Whitehall 

will be trying to do after getting off to such a quick start. 

"I’m happy to be here," said Whitehall, giving special mention to Schnell and 

owner Barry Arnason for his early winners and opportunities. 

He also thanked Tanya Lindsay and Heather Wallerstedt for giving him a chance, 

along with Assiniboia Downs CEO Darren Dunn and jockey Chris Husbands, for 

helping him get started as a rider in Winnipeg. 

"The experience here is awesome," said Whitehall. "I love it here. It’s a nice 

environment, I have a great agent (Kirt Contois) and the money is good. I’m just 

going to try to stay focused and go to work every morning at 6 a.m. I don’t want 

to miss a day." 

Whitehall has 10 mounts today and Saturday, including four for Schnell and three 

for Wallerstedt. The most interesting of all may be Wallerstedt trainee Shiloh’s 

Phil in the eighth race tonight. The former Woodbine runner looked good on the 

track Thursday morning and won a Maiden Special Weight at Woodbine first time 

out last year. Wallerstedt, who did a stellar job with K-5 Stable runners last year, 

readied her horses in Manitoba, so this one might need a race. 

 

Then again... 


